Art vocabulary progression across Key Stage 2

	
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Drawing
	Abstract: where the subject doesn’t necessarily look like it does in real life
Botanical art: depicting whole plants or part of plants that is visually pleasing and accurate.
Composition: putting different elements together in a pleasing way.
Geometric: a regular shape with angles and straight lines.
Organic: irregular natural shapes.
Scale: the size of what is being drawn.
Shading: drawn marks to show areas of light and dark.
Texture: a surface quality that is not flat.
Tone: how light and dark something is.
	Tone: how light and dark something is.
Texture: a surface quality that is not flat.
Composition: putting different elements together in a pleasing way.
Shadow: a dark shape that appears when something blocks the light.
Highlight: a bright spot or area that makes something stand out or look shiny.
Proportion: how big one element of an artwork appears compared to the whole thing.
Three-dimensional: something with a height, a width and a depth.
	Background: the area of a picture that looks farthest away
Depth: the feeling in a picture that some things are closer and others are farther away.
Focal point: part of a composition that catches the eye first.
Foreground: the part of a picture that looks closest to the viewer- usually where the main subject is.
Main subject: the central theme or object of an artwork
Middle ground: part of an artwork positioned between the foreground and the background.

	Depth: the feeling in a picture that some things are closer and others are farther away.
Graffiti: spray-painted words and images that appear on property without permission.
Horizon: the line that separates the sky from the ground creating perspective.
Mural: a painting made directly on a wall or other permanent structure.
Proportion: how big one element of an artwork appears compared to the whole thing.
Realism: a way of making art that looks as close to real life as possible.
Street art: artwork created in a public space, usually without permission.
Vanishing point: a spot on the horizon where things seem to disappear.

	Craft and design
	Ancient: something form a long time ago that no longer exists.
Colour: a feature of everything in the world that is seen through the way it reflects light.
Composition: putting different elements together in a pleasing way.
Egyptian: someone or something from Egypt
Imagery: a collection of images from a range of art forms.
Layout: the arrangement of different elements within a given space
Papyrus: a riverside plant used to make paper.
Pattern: a design in which shapes, colours and lines are repeated.
Technique: skills applied by an artist to produce a particular art form.
	
	
	Arrangement: the composition of visual elements.
Digital: art made using electronic devices and computers.
Layout: the arrangement of different elements within a given space.
Macro: very close-up photography, usually of very small subjects that are hard to see without magnifying.
Monochrome: the use of one colour.
Photography: producing an image with a device that captures light.
Photomontage: collage made from photographs.
Photorealism: a drawing or painting so detailed it looks like a photo.
Prop: objects that are in photographs to enhance a scene.
Saturation: the intensity or strength of a colour.

	Sculpture and 3D
	Abstract: where the subject doesn’t necessarily look like it does in real life
Found objects: items discovered in the environment around us.
Negative space: the space in between each part of a structure.
Positive space: space taken up by the structural elements.
Sculptor: an artist who makes sculptures
Sculpture: 3D art 
Structure: parts arranged in a particular way, like a cardboard model
	Carving: scraping away pieces of hard materials to change their shape.
Ceramics: things made from clay which are hardened using heat.
Constructing: using techniques such as folding, stitching, tying to join materials together.
Form: three-dimensional shapes in art.
Found objects: objects not considered art materials being used.
Organic: irregular natural shapes.
Scale: the size of what is being drawn.
Sculpture: 3D art.
	Atmosphere: the mood of an artwork, e.g. mysterious or joyful.
Concept: the idea behind an artwork.
Location: the place where the artwork is displayed.
Performance art: artwork that is an event rather than an object.
Scale: the size of what is being drawn
Viewer: the people who look at or visit your installation
	Abstract: where the subject doesn’t necessarily look like it does in real life.
Assemblage: a 3D collage of collected or made items.
Composition: putting different elements together in a pleasing way.
Literal: when something is represented exactly as it is.
Manipulate: to change how material looks by handling or using tools.
Memory: something remembered from the past.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Relief: refers to artwork that projects from a solid base.
Sculpture: 3D art.

	Painting and mixed media
	










	Composition: putting different elements together in a pleasing way.
Hue: describing an exact colour: sky blue, dark green, rose pink.
Proportion: how big one element of an artwork appears compared to the whole thing.
Shade: adding black to a colour makes a shade.
Shadow: a dark shape that appears when something blocks the light.
Still life: an artwork showing a collection of things that don’t move- objects instead of people.
Tint: adding white to a colour makes a tint.
Tone: how light and dark something is.
	Collage: cutting, arranging and sticking materials like paper, fabric etc to a background.
Identity: your qualities or beliefs that make you unique.
Mixed media: art made from a combination of different materials.
Monoprint: a print that can only be made exactly the same way once.
Multi-media: artwork that includes audio or video elements.
Photomontage: collage made from photographs.
Self-portrait: a portrait of an artist, by the artist.
	



