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Reading Knowledge and Skills Progression — KS2

National curriculum expectations:
The overarching aim for English in the National Curriculum is to promote high standards of language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written word, and to develop their love of literature
through widespread reading for enjoyment. The National Curriculum for English aims to ensure that by the end of Key Stage 2 all pupils should be able to:

* read easily, fluently and with good understanding.

* develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information.

* acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language.
* appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage.

* write clearly, accurately, and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes, and audiences.

* use discussion to learn; they should be able to elaborate and clearly explain their understanding and ideas.

* are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others, and participating in debate.

Reading National curriculum objectives are taught both discreetly through the school ‘Whole Class Reading’ approach, and through writing lessons and story time, that are underpinned by high quality texts. As per the reading
framework, although we refer to individual reading domains (retrieval, inference, vocabulary etc), these are taught in a collaborative manner due to all reading skills being used in tandem. These will be discussed throughout lessons so
children have a solid knowledge of the reading skills they are using throughout the reading process. Individual reading objectives from the NC are taught in an ongoing manner throughout the school year so they can be recapped and

consolidated regularly.

Progression in knowledge from EYFS to Year 6

EYFS

Year 1

Word Reading (including decoding)

Uses phonic knowledge
to decode and reads
them aloud accurately
Reads some irregular
words

Uses phonic
knowledge to
accurately blend
sounds in familiar and
unfamiliar words
containing known
GPCs

Accurately reads all
40+ phonemes

Some common
exception words read
automatically

Reads fluently and
confidently with books
that match phonic
level.

Engagement with a range of text
types/stimuli

Joins in with familiar
stories, poems, rhymes
etc.

Anticipate key events
within a story.
Demonstrates
understanding when
talking to others about
what they’ve read

Listen and discuss a
range of stories,
poems, rhymes,
images, videos, and
non-fiction texts.
Justify why a certain
book has been chosen.
Listen and discuss a
range of texts, ask
questions,, and listen
to others thoughts
about them.

Year3
Most words read fluently
with familiar words
attempted using decoding.
Recognise that graphemes
sometimes have more
than one sound.
Common exception words
read automatically
Reads fluently and
confidently with books
that match phonic level.

Listen and discuss a range
of stories, poems, rhymes,
images,, plays, videos, and
non-fiction texts.
Responds to text
discussing

Preferences with
reference to favourite
characters and to

books with similar
themes

Appreciates and recites
some poems with
appropriateintonation
Explains and discusses
their understanding of

Reading aloud
demonstrates fluency
and expression
Discusses how
knowledge of root
words, prefixes and
suffixes supports them
in understanding the
meaning of new words
Common exception
words read
automatically including
those with  unusual
spellings and sounds.

Listens to and
discusses a
wide range of
fiction, poetry,
plays, non-
fiction books
Declares and
justifies person
al preferences
forwritersa.nd
types of overall
text

Offers perso nal
opinion on
characters’

Year 5 Year 6
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Literal understanding and retrieval

Reads and understands
simple sentences

Recall and retell
familiar stories.

Retell information that
has been read and lin
this to other parts of a
text.

Can locate simple
information accuaretly
most of the time.

Inference

Begin to make simple
inferences from images
and texts. using prior
knowledge.

Use what has been
read to predict what
will happen next.
Identifies new and
unfamiliar words

Language and presentational
features

Identifies some key
features of the text
including main events,
the order of events and
language used.

Examples of progression in questioning across each year group

books, poems and other
texts which are read to
them

Generally
accurate literal
understanding of
whole texts

e Accuratelyidentifies
sequenceof events

intext

e Make reasonable links
between

events and information

Identifies the meaning od
unfamiliar words

Makes accurate
predictions using prior
knowledge

Asks relevant questions
base on a
text/image/video etc.
Make simple inferences
and explain why with some
level of accuracy.

Begin to explain some
organisational features,
awareness of how
different texts are
structured and can locate
where words are used for
a certain effect.

Reading Progression
(A.R.E.)

EYFS2

feelings,
thoughts and
motives from
their actions,
justifying with
evidence

e Clear understanding of
texts read and able
to locate information
from different parts
of thetext

e Clearlysummarises
the mainideas
within specific
chapters and
paragraphs

e Awareness and
identification of some
different conventions
used across a range of
texts

Simple themes
identified within similar
texts
Deduces and infers
information on a text
used evidence to back
up opinions
Make reasonable
predictions from what
has been implied from
the text
Identifies and determines
reasons for authors'
language choices which
engage the reader
Comments on specific
aspects of text structure
and presentation features

Reading Progression - Cotmanhay Junior School
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National Curriculum:
- Yr.1. Discusses word
meanings, linking new
meanings to those
already known.
- Yr.2. Discusses and
clarifying the meanings of
words, linking new meanings
to known vocabulary.
-EYFS
(‘Development Matters’)
Recognises familiar words
and signs (L:R 30-50 months)

- Shows an understanding of common
words and familiar, everyday phrases, in a
story that is read to/with them.

With some support, shows an increasingly
independent understanding of some
familiar and less familiar words and
phrases in a shared story.

Reading Domain
(Questions):
- Draw on knowledge
of vocabulary
to understand texts (1a)

- What does the word XYZ mean?

- Can you find a word that means the same as...?

- What can help you understand the tricky word XYZ?
- How has the author made you feel happy/sad?

- The author uses the word____. How does this make
you feel?

- How has the author made the character seem
happy/sad?

- What word in the text tells you...?

- What does the word XYZ mean?

- What other word/s could the author have usedto
say/explain...?

- Can you find a word that means the same as...?

- What clues are around the sentence (before/after)
which might help you understand the word?

- How has the author made you feel happy/sad/angry?
Can you find words that make you feel this way?

- The author uses the word____. How does this make
you feel?

- How has the author made the character seem
happy/sad/angry?

- What word in the text tells you ...?
- The author uses the word ABC to describe XYZ, what
does this tell you about... ?

Examples of
children’s responses:

- In the story ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’, the child says
that the word ‘chopped’ means the same as ‘cut’.

- In the story ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’, the child
explains what the phrases ‘just right’ means.

- “The author says that Bill was dancing. This means

he was happy.”

- “The author uses the word ‘spooky’. This makes me
feel scared.”

- When asked for the meaning of ‘glad’, the child can
work out the meaning from the context of the story (i.e.
happy or pleased).

- “It makes it makes me feel a bit sad and scared, when
the author used the word ‘gloomy’.”

- “The word ‘speedily’ means the same as ‘fast’.”

- “The author says that Susie is ‘tearful’, this tellsme

that she is feeling sad.”

National Curriculum:
- Yr.1. Discusses the
significance of the title
and events.
- Yr.2. Becomes very
familiar with key stories
(fairy stories and traditional
tales), considering their
particular characteristics.

- EYFS
(‘Development Matters’)
Listens to stories with
increasing attention and
recall; Describes main story
settings, events and
principal characters
(L:R 30-50 months)

- Retrieves information from pictures in a
book, in response to a simple question.

- Says something about who was in a story,
what happened and/or where it took place.

- Answers simple ‘how’ and ‘why’
guestions, based on an event in a text
(where the answer is clear within the story
read).

- Identifies and links two significant events
in a story they have read.
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- Finds a word in a sentence/page that has
the same meaning as a given word or simple
phrase.

- What other words/phrases could the author have used
to say/explain...?

- Give the meaning of the word... in this sentence.

- Can you find a word that means the same as...?

- Can you tell me another way of saying ?

- Can you find any other words within the word... thatcan
help you with the meaning?

- What clues are around the sentence (before/after)
which might help you understand the word/phrase?

- How has the author made you feelhappy/sad/angry?
Can you find words that make you feel this way?

- The author uses the word____. How does this make
you feel? What does this make you think?

- How has the author made the character seem
happy/sad/angry?

- What word in the text tells you ...?

- The author uses the word ... to describe ..., whatdoes
this tell you about XYZ?

- The child can find a word on a page that meansthe
same as hig/good/sad (e.g. huge, excellent, upset).

- When asked to find a word that means the same as
‘grabbed’, the child can point to the word ‘snatched’.

- “The author says that the character ‘tiptoed across the
hallway’ — This means that the character doesn’t want to
get caught.”

- Understands simple cause and effect in
texts, where the link is clearly stated or
suggested.

- Explains why a character
thinks/feels/behaves in a specific way (based
on an event within the text).
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Reading Domain
(Questions):

- Identify and explain
key aspects of fiction and
non-fiction, such as:
characters, events, titles
and information (1b)

- What is the title of the book?

- Who is in the story?

- Which characters are in the book?

- Where do the characters go?

- What happened in the story?

- What has happened in the story so far?

- Can you tell me the main parts of the story in the right
order?

- What do the pictures tell us about...?

- What is the main character like?

- Where is the story set?

- How does the contents page help me tofind
information in this book?

- What do you think the title might tell us about the
story?

- Is this a good title for this book? Why?

- What happened in the story?

- Where/when does the story take place?

- What did s/he/it look like?

- Who was s/helit?

- Where did s/hefit live?

- Who are the characters in the book?

- What part of the story do you like best? Why?

- What are the main events that happen in this story?
- Where in the book would you find XYZ?

- How does the index/contents page help me tofind
information in this book?

- Is this a fiction or a non-fiction text? How do you
know?

Examples of
children’s responses:

- In response to the story of ‘Goldilocks and the Three
Bears’, the child can say why Baby Bear’s chair was
broken or why Goldilocks was scared and ran away
from the house.

- Answers literal questions, for example: What did
Goldilocks do? Why did Baby Bear cry? Where did the
bears find Goldilocks?

- Answers simple gquestions such as: Why did
Goldilocks sit on all three chairs? What did Bill say on
page 7? How did Jack climb up to giant’s castle? \Why
did Jack sell the cow for beans?

- “The ‘Contents page’ tells me which pages | canfind
information about different things.”

National Curriculum:

- Yr.1. Discusses the

significance of the title and

events.
- Yr.2. Discusses the
sequence of events and how
items of information are
related.

- EYFS
(‘Development Matters’)
Beginning to be aware of the
way stories are structured;
Listens to stories with
increasing attention and
recall (L:R 30-50 months)

- Remembers 2 or 3 events from a familiar
story (in the correct order).

- Retells familiar stories, in the correct
order, from those they have heard (or have
read).

- Retells the key points of a shared story.

Reading Domain
(Questions):

- Identify and explain
the sequence of events
in texts (1c)
(Summarise)

- What happened at the beginning of the story?
- What happened next?
- How did the story end?

- What happened first in the story?
- What is the most important event that has happened

so far? Why?

- What does the main character do in the middle ofthe
story?

- What happened after the character ?

- How did the story end?

- What's the main point in this paragraph?
- Summarise the key point of this paragraph.

Examples of
children’s responses:

- In response to the story ‘Little Red Riding Hood’, the
child can say where we meet the wolf first and where
he goes afterwards.

- In response to the story ‘Goldilocks and the Three
Bears’, the child can recall that Goldilocks first eats the
porridge, then sits on the chairs and finally sleeps in
the bed.

- The child can retell the main events of a story. For
example: The wolf tried to blow the straw house down,
then the house of sticks, before trying to blow the down
the house of bricks. Finally, the 3 little pigs frighten the
wolf away.

- Teacher asks: “Tell me what happens with the 3little
pigs and the house of bricks.”

Child: “The wolf tries to blow it down, but can’t. So he
climbs down the chimney. The 3 little pigs put a pot of
hot water at the bottom so he burns himself and runs
away.”

Reading Progression

(A.R.E.)

Reading Progression - Cotmanhay Junior School

- Where/When does the story take place?

- Who are the characters in the story?

- Can you name the key characters? Why are they
important to the story?

- What did the character look like?

- Where did the character live?

- What did the character do when ?

- How do the title/contents page/chapter headings/index/
glossary, etc... help me find information in this book?

- Which part of the text should | use to find...?

- Why has the author organised the information like this?
- Which part of the story best describes the setting?

- What part of the story do you like best? Why?

- Can you tell me 3 interesting facts you have learntfrom
the text?

- How does the index/contents page help me to find
information in this book?

- In the story of ‘Little Red Riding Hood’, the child can
explain why the wolf dresses up as grandma or how
mum might feel when she hears about what happened to
LRRH at grandma’s house.

- In a non-fiction text, the child can say why abird’s
hollow bones help it to fly.

- Retells the key events, in the correct
sequence, from the story they are reading.

- What happened first in the story?

- What is the most important event that has happened so
far? Why?

- What does the main character do in the middle of the
story?

- What happened after the character ?

- How did the story end?

- What'’s the main point in this paragraph?

- Summarise the key point of this paragraph.

- The child can give a simple summary of a story, fromits
beginning, the problem, and how it ends.

- The child can answer simple questions aboutsignificant
events in a story. For example: Why couldn’t Cinderella
go to the ball? How did Cinderella manage to go to the
ball? Why didn’t the stepmother want the prince to try the
shoe on Cinderella?
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National Curriculum:
- Check that the text
makes sense,

discussing understanding

and explaining the
meaning of words
in context (Clarification)

Reading Domain
(Questions):

- Givelexplain the

meaning of words
in context (2a)

Examples of
children’s responses:

National Curriculum:
- Retrieve, record and
present information
(from fiction and
non-fiction)

Reading Domain
(Questions):
- Retrieve and record
information and

identify key details from

fiction and non-fiction
(2b)

Examples of
children’s responses:

National Curriculum:

- Identifies main ideas

(drawn from more than
one paragraph) and
summarises these

- Uses what they know about root words,
prefixes and suffixes to help understand the
meaning of new vocabulary

- Uses a dictionary to check the meaning of
new vocabulary

- What other words/phrases could the author have
used to say/explain...?

- Give the meaning of the word... in this sentence.
- Can you find a word that means the sameas...?
- Can you find any other words within the word...
that can help you with the meaning?

- What does this figurative phrase
(simile/metaphor/ personification) mean?

- When the child comes across an unknown word,
they can find the word in a dictionary (with very
little support), and use the definition to explain what
the word means.

- “The simile ‘as high as a skyscraper’ means that
the fence was really high because skyscrapers are
really tall.”

- Use range of different non-fiction text
features to help retrieve information from a
text, and with support choose a simple way
in which they could record the information
they have discovered.

- How do the title/contents page/chapter
headings/index/ glossary, etc... help me find
information in this book?

- Which part of the text should | use to find...?

- Why has the author organised the information like
this?

- Where in the book would you find...?

- What part of the story do you like best? Find
evidence to support your opinion.

- Can you find evidence from the text which shows
us that the character is feeling excited/angry/guilty?

- When asked to find a piece of information from a
book, the child uses index and contents page to
help find it and, with support, begins to be able to
record this, e.g. by filling in a chart or making
simple notes. In fiction, the child can locate
relevant information to add to a character profile
about a main character, and record the information
briefly in note form.

- The child understands how to find information ina
picture, caption or diagram as well as in the text,
and with prompting can decide whether to record
the information in note form or in a simple chart.

- “I like it when Sara says ‘I will never do it again’
because it shows how sorry she is for her mistake.”

- Identifies the main ideas and key events
from across arange of paragraphs
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Reading Domain
(Questions):
- Summarise main ideas
from more than
one paragraph (2c)

Examples of
children’s responses:

National Curriculum:

- Draws inferences
(such as inferring feelings,
thoughts and motives from

their actions), justifying
inferences with evidence

Reading Domain
(Questions):

- Makes inferences
from the text/explain
and justify inferences

from evidence
from the text (2d)

Examples of
children’s responses:

- What'’s the main point in this paragraph?

- Summarise the key point of this paragraph.

- How would you describe the personality of... and
why?

- How would you describe the
beginning/middle/end of the story in 3sentences?

- “| think that the most important point is that
children should be safe when crossing roads, as it
tells us about the accidents that happen and where
you should cross roads safely.”

- “At the beginning of the story: Kit had lost the key
to his new house; felt a range of negative emotions
(panic/confusion); and he began to explore various
places he might have left it.”

- Makes inferences based on evidence from
different points in the text, primarily linked
to the character’s actions and behaviour

- What makes you think that...?

- How can you tell that...?

- How does the character behave to make you
think that...?

- What evidence from the text can you give (from at
least 2 different points) to support your thinking?

- Can you find the place in the text where it reveals
that the character is thinking/feeling...?

- Can you find an example which shows where the
main character is acting brave/foolish?

- Why do you think ...? Explain with evidence from
the text.

- How can you tell that ...? Explain with evidence
from the text.

- Which word/s give you the impression that ...?

- Can you give me a specific word/phrase/sentence
from the text that makes you think that (or feel)...?

- The child can answer inferential questions, e.g.

'How do you think Isaac felt when he stayed over
at his friend’s house for the first time?' and, with
support in finding the relevant section of the text,
can justify their answer, e.qg. 'lt says he keptasking
what time it was, so he must be wanting to go
home soon.'

- “| think that the wind was blowing hard because it
says it ‘howled’ and later tells us it ‘destroyed the
old tree.”
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